1. "Hamartia" is the Greek word for, "to miss the mark" in general, "to fail to do something", "to fail one's purpose", "to be deprived of a thing, to lose it"; a tertiary meaning is, "to err, sin". In Antigone, which character(s) do you feel "miss the mark" in terms of fulfilling their purpose?

2. Antigone defies Creon's order and returns to her brother's corpse to bury it. Why does she do this? Why is it important to her? What value is there in burying Polyneices when he has already been condemned as a traitor and his body has been left for the dogs and vultures to eat his corpse? Is she motivated by defiance or is there something else that is motivating her? What does her action symbolize?

3. Compare Achilles to Antigone. How are they similar and how are they different? In particular, compare Achilles in book 9 of the Iliad to Antigone at the beginning of the play? Then compare Achilles in book 22 to Antigone when she is brought before Creon and admits to burying Polyneices. Both characters feel they have been wronged. How do they confront their enemy?




